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<Abstract>
Linguistic Cohesiveness and Textuality Represented by Subjective
Postpositions, ‘-ee/-ga’ and ‘-kkeseo’ in the Korean Language:
Focusing on the Textuality of Genesis 1:1

Mr. Moo-Yong Jeon
(Korean Bible Society)

Although a sentence is grammatically correct, it may or may not be a suitable
expression for a given situation. An expression can be regarded to have
‘textuality” when a sentence is not only grammatically correct but is also
appropriate for the situation. In the Korean language, there are subjective
postpositions, ‘-ee/-ga’ that neutrally indicates the subject of the sentence, and
also an honorific subjective postposition, ‘-kkeseo’ which is used to signify
respect for persons of greater seniority. Even when these subjective
postpositions are used correctly in terms of grammar, they can become awkward
or suitable expressions depending on the circumstances they are used.

In this paper, I have studied whether “3h}g o] HA|E FZSHATY or “ht
HAA HAE FZ3HATF would be a better translation of Genesis 1:1. Among
the currently available Korean Bibles, there are translations that have selected
‘-ee’ and also ones that have selected ‘-kkeseo’ as the subjective postposition. In
terms of grammar, neither postposition is grammatically wrong. Nevertheless, it
is still important to thoroughly examine which expression better suits the
situation because opinions on this matter differ among Koreans.

To this end, I have reviewed diachronically the contexts in which these two
subjective postpositions have traditionally been used while studying the use of
these two postpositions in the contemporary Korean language as well.
Considering that Genesis is an epical record about the creation of the universe,
emphasis was placed on determining a better postposition to the term,
“hanamim” in relation with the literary genre of the book.

If it is a conversational context where a person from Genesis is talking to God,
‘hanamim-kkeseo’ may be used to express the speaker’s personal reverence
toward God. Genesis 1:1, however, is not such a text; instead it is a sentence
written with the purpose of stating an objective fact. Because of this, it would be
more appropriate to use the neutral subjective postposition, ‘-ee’ after the term,
‘hananim’.
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